
BALANCING ENGAGEMENT AND 
THE DUTY AS LAW 

ENFO RCEMENT IN TREATMENT 
CO URT 

MAINTAINING ACCO UNTABILITY WHILE 
SUPPO RTING RECOVERY 

Lt. Faye  Sp au ld ing  

Barro w  Co unty She riff’s O ffice  

Surve illance  O ffice r

1



O BJ ECTIVE: 

TO  SHO W HO W ENGAGEMENT 
SUPPO RTS LO NG TERM 

RECOVERY WHILE 
MAINTAINING 

ACCO UNTABILITY 



UNDERSTANDING THE 
TREATMENT CO URT MO DEL
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-Collab orative  ap p roach to  justice  invo lving  courts, treatme nt 
p rovid e rs, and  law e nforce me nt.

-Focuse s on re hab ilitation ove r incarce ration.

-Law e nforce me nt is a ke y p artne r in sup p orting  p articip ant 
succe ss.



LAW ENFO RCEMENT’S 
CO RE RESPO NSIBILITIES 
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-Pro te ct p ub lic safe ty 

-Ensure  comp liance  with court o rd e rs

-Monito r b e havior in the  community 

-Provid e  real-time  information to  the  team

-Maintain p rofe ssional b ound arie s



THE ENGAGEMENT FACTO R 
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-Build  rap p ort with p articip ants

-Atte nd  court se ssion and  team me e ting s

-Provid e d  e ncourag e me nt d uring  fie ld  contacts

-Re cog nizing  p ositive  chang e s and  mile stone s

-Humanize  the  b ad g e  while  maintaining  authority



THE CHALLENGE O F BALANCE

6

-Avoid  e nab ling  or b e coming  too  le nie nt

-Be  sup p ortive , no t a “frie nd ”

-Enforce  conse q ue nce s fairly and  consiste ntly 

-Und e rstand  trauma and  sub stance  use  b e haviors without          
excusing  the m



TO O LS FO R BALANCING 
ENGAGEMENT AND DUTY
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-Motivational inte rvie wing  te chniq ue s

-Trauma informe d  communication

-Use  of d iscre tion in fie ld  d e cisions

-Imme d iate  re p orting  of vio lations b ut with context

-Ce le b rate  small wins while  up hold ing  structure .



REAL LIFE SCENARIO S

(CLASS PARTICIPATIO N)
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1. A p articip ant re lap se s and  inform you in the  fie ld . Do  you 
re fe r to  treatme nt o r arre st?

2. A p articip ant is thriving . How d o  you re cog nize  succe ss 
p rofe ssionally?

3.   A p articip ant misse s curfe w. How d o  you re p ort while     
e ncourag ing  re e ng ag e me nt?



IMPACT O F BALANCED 
ENGAGEMENT
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-Increase s p articip ant trust in the  syste m

-Re d uce s re cid ivism

-Imp rove s outcome s in re cove ry and  b e havior

-Enhance s community trust in law e nforce me nt

-Stre ng the ns the  treatme nt court TEAM



PERSO NAL REFLECTIO N 
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What has the ir ro le  taug ht me  ab out e mp athy, accountab ility, 
and  transformation?

How d o  I maintain we llne ss and  b ound arie s while  this work?

Why this b alance  matte rs fo r p articip ants and  office rs?

WHAT ABO UT YO U?????



CO NCLUSIO N 
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-Law e nforce me nt in treatme nt court must walk a line  
b e twe e n STRUCTURE and  SUPPO RT

-Eng ag e me nt is strate g y no t WEAKNESS 

-O ur DUTY is to  PROTECT and  he lp  b uild  b e tte r FUTURES



Q UESTIO NS 
O R

FEEDBACK

???
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